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Abstract
Migration is a colorful phenomenon whose shades reflect highly diverse legal and political 
judgments. One can consider migration as an issue of international security or as a challenge to 
state sovereignty, but also as a primarily economic process, a cultural phenomenon, or a human 
rights issue. None of these perceptions can be deemed right or wrong. They represent normative 
perspectives that assign a certain meaning to a social situation, and hence ‘construct’ it by 
approaching it from different perspectives. The dependency of migration on such paradigmatic 
perspectives and a multitude of constructions is characteristic of attempts to exert a meaningful 
influence on, let alone control of, processes of migration by means of public authority and its 
language, public law. 
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The lecture will identify five paradigmatic perspectives on migration that can be related to distinctive 
social constructions of migrants and aims of migration governance, respectively. These perspectives 
are the public order perspective, the inter-state perspective, the economic perspective, the cultural 
perspective, and the individual rights perspective. The lecture will trace their genealogy and identify 
typical legal institutions that are affiliated with a particular perspective. The lecture will conclude with 
a broader reflection on the role of public law in mediating between conflicting perspectives on people 
on the move.
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