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Abstract
On a world scale, distress and social instability are reminiscent of the living conditions that obtained 
in a large part of nineteenth-century Europe. At that time the „social question“ was the central subject 
of extremely volatile political conflicts between the ruling classes and working-class movements. 
Are we now on the verge of a new social conflict, this time on a transnational scale, characterized 
by manifold boundaries – such as those between capital and labor, North and South, developed and 
underdeveloped or developing countries? Looking at cross-border migration, this lecture exemplifies 
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crucial mechanisms resulting in the reproduction of old inequalities and the emergence of new 
inequalities. In particular, the “transnational social question” relates to political conflicts around the 
inequalities surrounding cross-border immigration and emigration.
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