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Abstract
The European project is based on the abolition of border controls among the EU Member States (and 
the associated states such as Norway and Switzerland). But one of the costs of this lifting of one 
set of borders has been the focus of attention on the common external borders. A complex series 
of discourses, which are in simultaneous currency yet profoundly contradictory, apply to the EU’s 
external border. On the positive side this border is presented as the gateway for millions of visitors 
each year into the EU and the key to economic growth in a variety of domains, not least for some of 
the EU states most affected by the economic crisis of 2008. On the negative side, this border enters 
the public imaginary as the equivalent of a wall around the fortress, which keeps the ‘wrong’ people 
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out. Indeed, in some places, such as Hungary it is being turned into a wall. But what are the wrong 
people? What is the difference between the welcome visitor and the unwanted migrant? How is this 
difference defined in EU law around borders and what are the practices? How do the highly risky and 
sometimes deadly trips across the Mediterranean fit into this multifaceted and complex picture? This 
lecture will examine these questions starting with an inquiry of the figures and the laws in order to 
create new knowledge about the EU’s Schengen border.
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