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Abstract 
There is a large and growing body of empirical work on student migration. This has gone hand in 
hand with increasingly sophisticated theorisations of student migration. In this presentation I 
explore the spatialities involved in these theorisations and suggest new ways forward. As migration 
is an inherently geographical phenomenon these theorisations not only open up avenues for 
further thinking but also for empirical agendas and for policy contributions in this highly politicised 
field. In this presentation I address this lacuna by exploring three ways in which student migration 
may be theorised spatially: through comparativism, as a set of constitutive relations and as 
topological twists. I suggest that student migration should be seen not as pre-given but as 
produced at particular spatio-temporal conjunctures. The presentation ends by asking how do 
these spatial analytics alter the politics of 'migration talk'? 
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