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Abstract
Migration and mobility research is often focused on the physical movement of bodies, and the points 
of contact when people of different groups or nationalities meet. But, migration necessarily entails a 
movement and meeting of ideas. How do the ideas that migrants bring with them interact with the ideas 
that they encounter? The lecture will introduce Dialogical Analysis, as a methodology that enables the 
detailed tracing of “semantic encounters” and its consequences. Using data from a range of studies, 
the lecture will explore how migrants talk about the ideas they encounter, specifically the perspectives 
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that they attribute to their host communities. Group discussion data, in which migrants tell stories 
about host communities, is analyzed to reveal how host ideas and perspectives are interacted with – 
dismissed, acknowledged, argued with, laughed at, or embraced. The lecture will trace how geographical 
movements, and objective encounters, become semantic encounters, as experiences, narratives and 
voices reverberate in the discourse of migrants.
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