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Abstract

From a global perspective, European countries have comprehensive welfare states and because of
globalization processes populations of European welfare states become more “diverse”. Linking these two
facts has led to a “diversity-welfare debate” in which diversity is seen as a problem for the welfare state.
This problem would be higher in more diverse welfare states. In this lecture, | will discuss the academic
background of this debate as stemming from “warnings from the US”, | will critically discuss the term
“diversity” as it used in the debate, and then address a number of empirical questions about the effect

of “diversity” on welfare attitudes concerning the social rights of migrants. The main conclusion that |
suggest is that there are negative attitudes towards welfare rights for migrants in European societies — but
this is not worse in more diverse societies, perhaps on the contrary.
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Curriculum Vitae

Wim van Oorschot is Professor of Social Policy at the Department of Sociology of Leuven University
(BE). His research and teaching regard the sociological and cultural analysis of welfare states and
social policy. He is co-founder and honorary president of ESPAnet, the Network for European Social
Policy Analysis, initiator and director of EDAC, the European Data Centre for Work and Welfare,
Honorary Professor at the Centre for Comparative Welfare Research CCWS of Aalborg University,
Denmark, and coordinator of the Welfare Attitudes module of the European Social Survey.

Wim van Oorschot published on social security, active labor market policies, poverty, welfare state
legitimacy, solidarity and equity in social protection, and social capital and informal solidarity in
European welfare states. At present, his research focuses on the relationships between culture and
welfare, with specific attention paid to welfare deservingness attitudes among the general public.
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