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Abstract
There are hardly any higher education institutions (HEIs) in Europe and Asia that have not adopted 
some kind of internationalization strategies. Internationalization involves a wide range of mobility of 
scientists, students, and administrators, as well as of education, research, and other related services. 
It is often understood as something to be celebrated and accomplished, increasingly connected with 
“excellence”. I will address two main aspects of international mobility of academics and graduate 
students. 

My first aim is to evaluate the lack of meso-organizational approaches in the study of academic and 
student mobilities. While the existing research has primarily examined the motivations and drivers 
of mobile students — and to a lesser extent those of academics —, less emphasis has been placed 
so far on the role of organizations, the very places where human lives generally begin and end. The 
organizational actors in question here are particular units of HEIs, such as the International Office, 
and higher education (HE)-related organization, including student recruitment agencies and funding 
agencies. It can be argued that these organizations shape the mobility of academic and knowledge. 
They can be seen as “brokers” in Simmel’s sense (1908), connecting academics and employers /
graduate school transnationally, which have otherwise been unconnected. 

Secondly, I examine some of the ways in which social inequalities such as gender, citizenship, 
and racialization are being produced and reconstituted in their intersection with the process of 
transnational brokerage. Social inequalities have been one of the key concepts in migration studies, 
in particular, one that examines migration into “less-skilled” sectors, dating from classic works up to 
the present. By contrast, the issue of social inequalities is just about to enter the discussion in highly 
skilled migration / mobility scholarship. It denotes a systematic lack of access among individuals 
and social groups to both material and immaterial valued resources due to their societal positions. 
Their living conditions are influenced by this. Meanwhile, however, inequality scholarship has been 
critiqued by migration scholars like Andreas Wimmer and Nina Glick Schiller (2003) for neglecting 
the spatial dimension and taking as the only unit of reference nation-state-based society. In what 
ways can intersecting social inequalities manifest themselves? Are there any contradictory effects of 
inequalities produced by internationalization of HEIs and transnational brokerage? If so, how can we 
explain these?
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