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Abstract
What are the long-term consequences of citizenship policy change on immigrant naturalization 
propensity? This presentation draws on a unique combination of micro-level longitudinal data from 
administrative registers in Denmark, the Netherlands, and Sweden – three countries with widely 
different and changing requirements for the acquisition of citizenship – to track the naturalization 
propensity of eight migrant cohorts (1994-2001) up to fifteen years after migration. The finding is that 
after fifteen years, three-quarters of the migrants have acquired Swedish citizenship, whereas just 
over half of migrants naturalized in the Netherlands and only a quarter in Denmark. The introduction 
of formal language requirements and integration tests in Denmark (2002, further restricted 2006) and 
the Netherlands (2003) pushed these rates further down, especially among migrants with lower levels 
of education. Dual citizenship acceptance increases naturalization rates for, especially, EU migrants 
in the Netherlands and Sweden, but provides a window of opportunity also for non-EU migrants in 
Denmark. More generally, these findings suggest that theorizing about the influence of micro-level 
and macro-level factors on migrants’ naturalization propensity needs to be contextualized by the 
institutional conditions under which citizenship can be acquired.
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