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Abstract

Can Jews and Muslims cooperate in challenging European social institutions? One of the pressing
questions that European political authorities struggle to answer today is how to deal with the
challenges of religious diversity in European social institutions. Religious, ethnic and cultural diversity
in Europe is a highly contested subject in socio-political and legal areas. Some scholars argue that
diversity policies may have negative impacts on socio-cultural integration, specifically of Muslims;
others argue that “reasonable accommodation” can be reached in a combination of universalistic
and particularistic adjustments. Although the policies aim to regulate religious, ethnic and cultural
diversity in a top-down manner, minority groups challenge these in their everyday lives, mostly

by bringing their claims for accommodation to social and political attention. Traditional top-down
studies focus on linear state-minority relations and mostly fail to look at interrelations between
minority religious groups. By focusing on interrelations between minorities, we can simultaneously
observe how diversity is practiced and regulated, and how socio-historical contexts are contested

or reaffirmed. Drawing on my fieldwork and interviews with members of Turkish, Palestinian and
Jewish communities in Berlin, this lecture will engage with the ongoing debates on Muslim women’s
headscarf and Jewish and Muslim ritual male circumcision and raise two questions: First, how do
minorities frame their own claims by using specific framings that are actually used by the members of
the majority society? Second, how do minorities collaborate in order to claim religious minority rights
from the state authorities? Basically, the first question is what divides Jews and Muslims by making
claims to the majority society. The second question is what brings them together while collaborating.
By answering these questions, we can better understand whether common collaboration strategies that
bring minorities together are possible or if there are deep divisive lines that hinder their cooperation.
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