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Abstract
Belonging is a core concept in the literature on migration, with non-belonging seen as the lack of 
belonging. Rather than treating non-belonging as the absence of belonging, this talk addresses 
how nation-states and the majority populations within them actively produce “non-belonging” as a 
distinct social space, a set of practices that structure the reality of those who do not belong. This 
non-belonging has its own gendered and racialized logic, distinct from constructions of belonging. 
This non-belonging produces as boundaries and borders are intertwined systems of regulation written 
onto the body. To illustrate this, the talk analyzes the legal and discursive treatment of women who 
left the UK, Germany and the Netherlands to join the Islamic State (IS) and who have been trying to 
return to their original home countries since the demise of IS. These European Muslim women, and 
their children, offer an “edge case” that places the construction of non-belonging in sharp relief. 
When women who joined IS attempt to return to their original home countries they are confronted 
with two possible responses: those who are dual nationals face the threat of citizenship revocation, a 
clear articulation of their non-belonging; those with singular citizenship status are either left in camps 
on the Syrian/Iraqi border or faced with prosecution when they return, creating different spaces 
of non-belonging. The children of these women occupy a liminal space of belonging, one that is 
shaped by presumed innocence and guilt by association. In analyzing how these women and children 
are rendered as non-belonging to their original home countries, the talk illuminates how gendered 
racialized constructions of law and symbolic discourses create gradients of non-belonging, ranging 
from exclusion to expulsion and death. 
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Anna Korteweg is Professor and Chair of Sociology at the University of Toronto Mississauga. Her 
research has focused on the ways in which the perceived problems of immigrant integration are 
constructed in the intersections of gender, religion, ethnicity and national origin. From this critical 
vantage point, she has analyzed debates surrounding the wearing of the headscarf, so-called  
“honor-based” violence, and Sharia law. Her current research projects increasingly turn to 
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European home countries, Professor Korteweg is analyzing racialization and the construction of 
LGBTQ/gender rights in refugee politics, and the citizenship implications of refugee sponsorship in 
Canada.
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