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Abstract

Progressive skepticism about immigration is rooted in the idea that there is a trade-off between
openness to immigration and support for the welfare state. The response to this has so far been to
take seriously the nation-state model of solidarity and to seek ways to incorporate its challenges to
adapt that model to the circumstances of contemporary politics. The two most prominent avenues
are what one might call multicultural solidarity, on the one hand, and supranational solidarity, on the
other. In this paper, | want to defend a third model, what | will call class-based solidarity. | argue that
class-based solidarity offers a more attractive response to the progressive dilemma, illustrate how it
relates to the notions of the political community we are familiar with and conclude by emphasizing the
relevance of social class in building bonds of solidarity.
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such as the British Academy Prize for Excellence in Political Science and the Leverhulme Prize

for Outstanding Research Achievement. She has regular columns in The Guardian and The New
Statesman.
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