
The National Centres of Competence in Research (NCCR)
are a research instrument of the Swiss National Science Foundation

Public Lecture 
—
Thursday, 22 October 2020
Solidarity, Immigration and Social Class
—
Prof. Lea Ypi, London School of Economics and Political Science
 
Discussant: Jean-Thomas Arrighi, University of Neuchâtel

18:15 – 19:45 h  
Location: University of Neuchâtel, Avenue du 1er-Mars 26, Room C46.

The Public Lecture will be streamed online on the nccr – on the move YouTube channel

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCxWqqEvz7iXC29yZJiHaxQQ


Abstract
Progressive skepticism about immigration is rooted in the idea that there is a trade-off between 
openness to immigration and support for the welfare state. The response to this has so far been to 
take seriously the nation-state model of solidarity and to seek ways to incorporate its challenges to 
adapt that model to the circumstances of contemporary politics. The two most prominent avenues 
are what one might call multicultural solidarity, on the one hand, and supranational solidarity, on the 
other. In this paper, I want to defend a third model, what I will call class-based solidarity. I argue that 
class-based solidarity offers a more attractive response to the progressive dilemma, illustrate how it 
relates to the notions of the political community we are familiar with and conclude by emphasizing the 
relevance of social class in building bonds of solidarity.
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