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Abstract
Confronted with the ever more devious reaction formations of border policing and militarization, 
migrant detention, immigration enforcement, and deportation by state powers, the constitutive force 
and autonomy of human mobility must nonetheless be central in our analyses of the veritable making 
and remaking of our contemporary world. Rather than seeing the economy of power that unevenly 
enforces borders as if it were purely a matter of control, however, it is instructive to situate the tactics 
of border enforcement in relation to the primacy, autonomy, and subjectivity of human mobility on a  
global (transnational, intercontinental, cross-border, postcolonial) scale. If we start from the human  
freedom of movement and recognize the various tactics of bordering as reaction formations, then the 
various tactics of border policing can be seen to introduce interruptions that temporarily immobilize 
and decelerate human cross-border mobilities. Indeed, it is this dialectic that reconstitutes these 
mobilities as something that comes to be apprehensible as “migration,” which is to say, as a target and  
object of government. How then can a critical analysis of border struggles instructively problematize 
our very sense of what is at stake intellectually and politically in migrants’ struggles to appropriate 
mobility? Even against the considerable forces aligned to immobilize their mobility projects, migrants’ 
subjective autonomy remains an incorrigible force. In the worst of situations, when compelled to 
revert to a kind of “standby” mode, migrants become temporarily immobilized and must find ways 
to convert their waiting from “dead time” into more or less productive time. Yet, waiting to be re-
activated, their mobilities remain an intractable and always potentially disruptive constitutive power.
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