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Abstract
Growing inequalities represent a major issue associated with the current technological revolution. 
The article investigates this issue from the point of view of citizenship rights by focusing on the long 
crisis of European social welfare. It proposes an analytical framework that juxtaposes citizenship as a 
system of equality and technological changes as driving forces of inequality. The first part addresses 
the connection between the Industrial Revolution and the genesis of social rights. It describes the 
latter as a legal ‘machine’ designed to offset the social imbalances produced by the spread of 
industrial technologies. The second part reframes the notion of ‘industrial citizenship’ to designate 
the web of social rights characterizing mature industrial societies based on industrial labor and on 
the ‘citizen-worker’ as the quintessential subject of social rights. The third part assesses the impact 
of the Digital Revolution on this model of citizenship to investigate how welfare guarantees could be 
rethought in a post-industrial and digital era. It focuses on universal basic income and on the way in 
which it could be enforced in cyberspace as a new emerging dimension of citizenship rights.
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