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Abstract
The 2014-16 refugee crisis in the Mediterranean brought into sharp focus the hugely difficult and 
dangerous journeys of asylum seekers and undocumented migrants seeking safety in Europe. 
Although ‘the crisis’ may have receded from regular news agendas, life-threatening migrant journeys 
to and within Europe continue, and cross-border mobility restrictions attendant to the global 
COVID-19 pandemic have added a further dynamic to public concerns about migration. In the UK, 
the recent escalations of attempted ‘boat crossings’ to the south coast of England have revivified 
long-standing ‘crisis’ narratives surrounding refugees. In this lecture, I will be drawing on evidence 
from my research into the news coverage of forced migration from the early 2000s to the present, 
demonstrating how news media representations ‘in times of crisis’ have often been characterized by 
shifting anxieties between a humanitarian concern to save lives and securitizing logics more focused 
on better policing European and national borders. The concept of ‘crisis’ I will argue, has been 
central to these slippery public discourses on migration - both contributing to the spectacularization 
of migration in news and playing a central role in discursive strategies that diminish or deny the 
salience of humanitarian priorities. The lecture will conclude with a reflection on the role and status 
of humanitarianism in migration news, including whether humanitarian responsibility can indeed be 
said to be, in ‘crisis’. 
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