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Abstract
By placing the question of ‘undesirability’ at the center of so-called liberal border politics, Shalini 
Randeria highlights the dynamics of deeply entrenched post-colonial asymmetries of power and 
privilege that manifest themselves in classifying some people as being unacceptably out of place. 
The migrant is thus marked not by virtue of her mobility but by a position of political and legal 
precarity, rightlessness and exclusion. Moreover, the current European framing of migration as 
a problem of radical cultural alterity mistakenly assumes the territorial boundedness of mutually 
exclusive and incompatible cultures in putatively homogeneous societies as the natural order of 
things. The liberal European citizen is pitted in such an understanding as in opposition to an illiberal 
non-European migrant, whose very presence poses a threat to European “host” societies and 
cultures. Liberal values thus function as a new register of Othering that redirects our attention to 
exclusionary practices in strengthening the citizen/migrant divide. 

About the Speaker
Shalini Randeria is President and Rector of the Central European University. An American-born 
Indian social anthropologist/sociologist, Shalini Randeria has had a distinguished academic career at 
institutions of higher education across Europe. She was Rector of the Institute for Human Sciences 
(IWM) in Vienna and Professor of Social Anthropology and Sociology at the Graduate Institute of 
International and Development Studies (IHEID) in Geneva, where she was also Director of the Albert 
Hirschman Centre on Democracy. She holds the Excellence Chair at the University of Bremen, where 
she leads a research group on “soft authoritarianisms”.
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