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Abstract
Italy has historically been known as a country of emigration. The state’s laissez-faire approach 
towards outward migration, as well as its diaspora policies, have widely been studied. However, 
it is less known that during the fascist dictatorship (1922–1943) migration was used as a tool to 
promote the homogenization of the minority populations inhabiting the provinces of South Tyrol and 
Venezia Giulia. Unsure about the legitimacy of their sovereignty over these areas, fascist authorities 
promoted land colonization, surreptitiously encouraged emigration among members of the 
Slovenian/Croatian minority, and in 1939 signed an agreement with Germany that forced Tyroleans 
to choose whether they wanted to become German citizens and emigrate north of the Brenner or 
stay in Italy and become ‘true’ Italians. These attempts at homogenization failed. They also reflected 
the ‘consistent ambivalence’ that marked the fascists’ approach to the country’s national minorities 
throughout the interwar years.
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Emmanuel Dalle Mulle is a post-doctoral researcher at the Complutense University of Madrid, 
where he works on the Marie Curie-funded project “The Myth of Homogeneity: Majority-Minority 
Relations in Western Europe during the Interwar Years”. He holds a PhD from the Graduate Institute 
of International and Development Studies, Geneva, and is specialized in the history and politics of 
nationalism in Western Europe in the 20th century. His research interests include welfare nationalism, 
majority-minority relations, separatism and the history of human rights.
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