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Abstract
Some European women who joined the Islamic State during the 2010s have had their citizenship 
revoked, which leaves them in a liminal state in camps at the Syrian border. Others are able to return 
home, where they face prosecution and potential pathways to “rehabilitation”. This paper turns to 
media discussions of Shamima Begum, a British national, whose citizenship was revoked, and Laura 
Hansen, a Dutch national, who was rehabilitated. Centering the concept of social reproduction, 
and disaggregating it into symbolic, material, and affective components, the paper shows how 
each plays a critical role in public responses to women’s rights claims. Media discourses create 
a gendered, racialized, and class-based conceptualization of citizenship unattainable to those 
whose social reproductive labor as mothers and wives, as well as their own social reproduction as 
daughters, is deemed a threat to the nation-state. Seeing the revocation-rehabilitation continuum 
through the lens of social reproduction clarifies how citizenship revocation can potentially be 
understood as a contemporary articulation of a form of eugenics in European migration societies. 

About the Speaker
Anna Korteweg is Professor of Sociology at the University of Toronto Mississauga. Her research 
focuses on the ways in which the perceived problems of immigrant integration are constructed in the 
intersections of gender, religion, ethnicity and national origin. From this critical vantage point, she 
has published extensively on debates surrounding the wearing of the headscarf, so-called “honour-
based” violence, and Sharia law. Her current projects look at the return of women who joined IS to 
their European home countries, the construction of LGBTQ+/gender rights in refugee politics, and 
the citizenship implications of refugee sponsorship in Canada. Her research has been funded by 
multiple SSHRC grants and funding from the DAAD and CERIS.
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