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Research Questions

— To what extent and under which
conditions Is spatial mobllity an
asset for migrant
entrepreneurs?

— What kinds of spatialities and
dependencies emerge through
the entrepreneurial activities of
migrants?

Methods

Qualitative case studies In
Switzerland, Spain, Colombia
(2019, 2020, 2022).

— 101 semi-structured Interviews;
geographic and mental maps

— Ethnographic observations

— Participatory and collaborative
methods (Minga workshops)
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Example of maps drawn during interviews

Key FIndings

— The cross-border engagement of
migrant entrepreneurs often
transcends the home —host

country binary.

— Spatial mobility can only be
considered an asset for migrant
entrepreneurs If they are in control
of their (im)mobilities, If such
(Im)mobilities match their socio-
economic needs and personal
aspirations, and iIf they can move
safely.

— Persistent place-based
Inequalities and unbalanced power
geometries: Social position,
location in geographical space and
strategies are three crucial
dimensions to understand the abillity
of migrant entrepreneurs to
transform their spatial mobility into
social mobility.

— Diverse strategies (informal, digital,
transmobilities) enable migrant
entrepreneurs to overcome
constraints and expand their
options over time. Risks involved.

— The aspirations of migrant
entrepreneurs are not merely
financially motivated: personal
fulfillment, reconciling family and
paid work, aiding home countries or
communities, resisting armed
violence are important motivators.
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