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Abstract
In this talk I review the turning moments in the career of citizenship in the postwar era that came 
to define its contemporary legacy: its national embeddedness, universality, and increasingly agentic 
demands. Although roughly corresponding to distinct periods, these moments have had continuity in 
interaction with nation-state-building and decolonization, international human rights movement, and 
neoliberal cultural transformations.  The current condition of citizenship reflects the imprint of all three 
moments.  I further reflect on whether the concept of citizenship has reached the limits of its capacity 
to address the questions of belonging, equality, and recognition, which are commonly associated with 
it.  
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