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Abstract
This study introduces a new argument into the literature on anti-immigrant attitudes. We argue that 
preferences for immigrants from certain countries of origin mirror the international relations between 
origin and destination countries. Immigrants from rival countries will be shunned, whereas immigrants 
from allied or neutral countries will be preferred, especially by respondents who are more identified 
with the nation either because they belong to the national majority or because they believe in their 
country’s superiority. To support the argument, we use a survey experiment fielded in 22 countries 
from around the world. The forced choice conjoint experiment asks respondents to choose between 
a series of pairs of applications for permanent residence status. We randomize immigrant attributes, 
including countries of origin. Drawing on the international relations literature, we identify rival and 
non-rival countries for each survey country, and choose one rival-non-rival pair with similar racial and 
cultural make-up as the majority of respondents, and one pair of dissimilar countries. This allows us 
to disentangle racial and cultural preferences from those related to geopolitical rivalry. The results 
consistently and strongly align with our expectations: discrimination against immigrants from rival 
countries is so pronounced that it results in a net preference for racially and culturally dissimilar immi-
grants. We happened to field the experiment during a period that covered a couple of days before and 
after the Russian invasion of Ukraine, allowing us to exploit exogenous changes in the intensity of a 
specific rivalry. This encourages us to interpret the results in causal terms.
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