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Abstract

How do songs represent migration narratives of human movement in the African context? From the
late 1980s to the present day, various forms of local songs composed by African musicians have
constructed migration from their own and others' experiences - dominant migration narratives do not
adequately capture or reflect the African experience of migration because of the lens through which
they are viewed. | argue that current narratives of migration, which are dominant from a Eurocentric
perspective, perceive Africans as rather passive agents when it comes to issues of migration. Not only
is this perception unfounded, but it also fails to represent the rich diversity of migration on the conti-
nent. Using Ghana as a case study, | analyse songs from the late 1980s and early 1990s to the present.
Due to the political instability that followed Ghana's independence, several Ghanaians were forced to
seek safety elsewhere, including in Europe. Although they could not share their negative experiences
with relatives back home, they preferred to sing about them to spread the word. These songs have
continued to this day but have taken on new narratives that reflect contemporary migration restrictions
and EU externalisation policies.
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