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Abstract

Borders and border crossings seem to become increasingly central in political life in Europe and the
global North as a threat to security or, alternatively, as a humanitarian issue. However, how does a
social phenomenon that has accompanied humanity since its first steps become so central and so
problematised? Among scholars’ analyses of this change, a growing body of literature is exploring
the issue of narratives and their effects on collective representations. In this frame, | will explore here
the issue of visual narratives and representations of borders and border crossings at the Euro-African
border. This reflection constitutes a work in progress arising from large previous research on the
‘border spectacle’ (i.e., De Genova, Cuttitta), namely the overvisibilization and the theatralization of
some migration flows at the Euro-African junction (lisiére).

My overarching goal here is to relate the representations of migrations and border crossings to the
larger reflection about the political spectacle and the representation of the state power (Balandier,
Edelman, Debors). Firstly, | will take a departure from the analysis of the theatricalisation of some
specific episodes and typologies of border crossings that made visible the phenomenon of ‘irregular
immigration’, also allowing the representation of the state reaction. In particular, | will focus on the
othering/racialisation dimension of this spectacle, namely how the figure of the racialised ‘other’
and outsider are presented, re-actualising historically built categories more or less subconsciously
persistent, and framing then in a very specific way the contemporary racialisation process in Europe.

Secondly, | will focus more specifically on the visual representation of violence and death at the
border through the prism of the “pornecropolitics” concept (Varela-Huertas), that is the pornography
of necropolitics, the voyeurism of violence and death administered by political institutions at borders.
The goal here is understanding the role of violence and death in migration and border policies as
well as in border spectacle. Are violence and death a collateral effect, or a structural part of policies,
supposedly dissuading potential migrants, or a strategically cruel act of state to reaffirm its power?
This spectacularization of death and violence is constructing a “gore” pornography and playing a role
to normalise, justify, and legitimise exceptionality by state apparatus and policies.

Thirdly, | will enlarge the discussion to encompass the broader frame of the 'political spectacle’ and
the ‘theatrical representation of power’ to frame the issue of violence and death towards racialised
migrants and refugees at European borders. This effort will push further the study of the connections
of migration and border policies with rituals, adding to the ritualistic dimension of ‘hunting’ (Anderson;
Mendiola). | will interpret this representation of the state power at borders as a constitutive element
of a cruel and sadistic contemporary state ritual, sanctioning racialised outsiders for defying the state
power, as well as reaffirming his power towards insiders.
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His research interests may be summarised under the conceptual umbrella of borders and bordering
processes, both at international and internal levels, including, among others, the geopolitics of
human mobility in the Mediterranean and the Euro-African space, the external dimension of European
immigration policies, the phenomenon of racism, racialization and othering, and the border spectacle
and its evolution.
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