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Abstract

The global economy has become a system of rentier capitalism, in which more and more of the 
income, wealth and power is flowing to the owners of property, financial, physical and ‘intellectual’. 
Correspondingly, less is going to those who rely on labour and work for their income. In that context, 
a new global class structure has taken shape, in which the mass ‘working class’ is the precariat.

In all parts of the world, the precariat is being shaped by an upsurge in numerous forms of migration, 
including labour circulation, ecological movements, diverse forms of refugees and new forms of 
nomadic activity. Migrants constitute a large part of the precariat in all types of economy, and are 
integral to a relatively new phenomenon, the growth of various shades of denizen, those losing or not 
gaining rights of citizenship.

This presentation will define the concepts underlying this narrative and the social, economic and 
political implications of the growth of the precariat. 
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